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It can be challenging to help students retain information, develop
critical thinking skills and make connections for deeper learning.

What is Coggle?

Coggleisan online tool for creating and sharing mindmaps;

Take notes, brainstormideas, visualize connections across concepts, and collaborate with
others;

Mindmap tools helpindividuals connectideas, synthesize alarge volume of information;
Explore relationships between concepts, think creatively, and retain information.

Coggle providesacollaborative workspace where users can share ideas, solve problems, and
communicate complex information.
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https://youtu.be/iL40uOuNYa8

How can | use Coggle in the classroom?
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1. Note-taking duringclass. Studentscan use Coggle to create visually memorable notes and focus
on making connections betweenideas.

2. Reading comprehension. Though reading quizzes are useful, they oftenrely onrote
memorization. Have students create amindmap before class, based on theirreading.

3. Coggle also has a presentation mode. Students can pull up theirmaps and share them with the
class. Alternatively, make the Coggle map an assignment after several weeks of readings. Ask
studentsto form connections across readings andideas.

4. Instruction. Coggle can helpinstructors synthesize complexideas forstudents. Using Coggle as
part of the lecture can help model forstudents the kinds of thinking we are asking of them. It can be
especially interesting to build the map actively during class, solicitinginput and ideas from students.
The map can be made available afterclass.



2 - What else?

5. Programmatic Assessment. Many assessment programs and rubrics ask forevidence of student

decision makingand critical thinking processes. A Coggle map can help visualize the decisions and
connections students make.

6. Presentations. Ratherthan a traditional powerpoint presentation, Coggle can be used as a visual
aid for student presentations.

7. Group collaboration. Students working on group projects often rely on document sharingand text
messagesto coordinate the work. Some assignments require more developmentaland continuous
collaboration. Ask students to use Coggle to brainstorm topicideas orto map outthe various
readings they have splitup amongst them.

8. Start and end of class. Make use of the beginning and ending minutes of class. Ask studentsto
map what they have learned tothis pointor whattheyread before class. Atthe end of class, ask
studentsto map theirlearning from the day. This can helpinstructorsidentify places of confusion
and understanding.

9. Beyond the class. Ask students to create Coggle maps connectingtheirlearningin this course to
others courses they’ve taken (within or outside the major). This can be especiallyhelpfulforgeneral
education programs aimed at exposing students to different perspectives.

A mindmap can help them make connections across disciplinary ways of knowing.



Students can also use Coggle to connecttheoretical learning to applications outside the classroom.
For example, inaCommunity Engagement course students can visualizetheir learningfromthe
course (or theirmajor) to help them betterserve the community partner.
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